1 mon form for recording surgical operations so that a ready comparison could be made as to the percentage of good results in each hospital. She was disappointed that the College of Surgeons did not recommend its general adoption. It is surprising that she did not see why.
This work was begun by the late Mr W J Bishop, a sufficient recommendation of its accuracy, and it has been completed along the same adequate plan by Miss Sue Goldie. The work will be a necessary acquisition for every good reference library. Advances It is difficult for one person to review this book for the subjects involve many distinct approaches to the basic problem and only one chapter is clinical. Two other chapters are of interest to the clinician, but the remaining five are principally for experimental workers. This exemplifies the only important criticism, that it is unlikely that many readers will be sufficiently knowledgeable to appreciate the technical complexities of all the chapters. Nevertheless, the clarity of presentation is such that the reviewer, whose approach is clinical, gained greatly in understanding of subjects outside his usual scope. Particularly clear were the chapters on blood enzymes by Oscar Bodansky and the viral origin of mouse leuk2mia by Ludwik Gross. There is, however, considerable overlap between the chapters by Gross and No attempt has been made to make the letterpress useful to those not conversant with German. General discussion has been kept to a minimum, and no references to the literature are given in the book apart from four in the introductory section on technique. It is not easy to understand for whom this book is intended. It is certainly not a serious contribution to the value of renal biopsy either as a clinical or a research tool. With little more than two years' experience it is not surprising that, with an occasional exception, the authors do not give the course of the illness in the patients after renal biopsy. No critical evaluation of the histological classification of renal disease is made; indeed, apart from the better histological material obtained by biopsy, there is little in the present book that might not have been written in 1914 by Volhard and Fahr in 'Die Brightsche Nierenkrankheit'.
One can only wonder what purpose can be served by grouping all patients with a nephrotic syndrome and the histological diagnosis of glomerulonephritis in the widest sense as 'chronic glomerulonephritis with nephrotic course' (chronische Glomerulonephritis mit nephrotischem Verlauf). 'Chromoproteinurie' refers to acute renal failure with tubular damage, irrespective of cause, although carbon tetrachloride poisoning is given a separate billing.
It is perhaps a dispensation that the language barrier cannot make this booklet available to the English student, so avoiding a further addition to the difficulty of nomenclature in renal disease.
Radiol6ions, Radiocancers et
Radioprotection Chimique by D J Mewissen pp 289 illustrated 460 FB Brussels: Editions Arscia 1961 Of all the problems of radiobiology, the induction of leukmemia by irradiation has the greatest immediate interest for clinical medicine. The important point is whether leuk;emogenesis is a linear or non-linear phenomenon and whether a dosage threshold of radiation exists. This monograph records extensive experimental studies of basic problems in radiobiology, started at the Oak Ridge Institute of Nuclear Studies in the U.S.A. in 1955, and continued since then at the University of Liege.
Whole-body 60Co irradiation of a strain of mice (C.57 BL) was carried out both with and without the cover of radioprotecting chemical agents. The effects were investigated particularly from the hematological point of view, and the survival data subjected to statistical analysis. In protected animals surviving irradiation, the incidence of leukemia was higher than in non-pro-
